Message from the

Chairman

I am very pleased to present the fourth newsletter
of the Commission. This newsletter will provide
the readers with the update on the affairs of the
new commission since its appointment on 2
August 2016.
As Chairman of NHRCB I have discussed
thoroughly with the members of the new
Commission on what would be our priorities and what strategies we would
take to address the cases of human rights violations. From the first day of the
new Commission, it has started playing its role for the promotion and
protection of human rights in Bangladesh. Commission will do whatever
deems rightful for the protection of human rights. Commission has,
meanwhile, taken some decisions. These are: opening two district offices in
Rangamati and Khulna from October 2016; restructuring Thematic
Committees where members from NGOs, INGOs and other agencies working
on human rights have been incorporated; developing online complaint
handling mechanism for quick disposal of violation cases and video
conference system for connecting human rights victims at grassroots levels.
To strengthen the Commission, a revised organogram of 141 manpower and
necessary logistics including vehicles along with recruitment rules have
recently been sent to the government for necessary arrangement. The
commission has also designed a 100-days Annual Plan and a Five Year
Strategic Plan. In addition, 60-hours internal training program for the
Commissioners and officers has been designed and being implemented.
The new Commission is highly committed to the protection and promotion of
human rights in the country. I believe, this newsletter will act as a tool of
disseminating ideas and views generated by present Commission’s activities
to the people and make them aware of their rights and the role of the
Commission. I would like to thank those who have contributed to the
publication of this newsletter.
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Editor’s Note
In this issue of the Newsletter all you will see is about the appearance of
a new Commission in the NHRCB arena and some of their enthusiastic
activities performed within a short span of five or six weeks of their
appointment by the Honorable president of the Republic of Bangladesh.
The new Commission is formed with a combination of dignitaries
searched out from the civil society by an astute and eligible Search
Committee headed by Hon Speaker of the Parliament. Consequently,
the Commission appears to be a well-balanced one. The Commission
comprises the Chairman Kazi Reazul Hoque; Full-Time Member Md.
Nazrul Islam; Honorary Members Begum Nurun Naher Osmani; Mr.
Enamul Hoque Chowdhury; Professor Akhter Hussain; Professor
Meghna Guhathakurta and Ms. Banchita Chakma.
The new Commission has started its journey on 2 Aug 2016.
Meanwhile, they have sat for Commission meeting four times, taken a
number of policy decisions, set their immediate goals and priorities; they
have also made some curtsy call with Hon President, Hon Speaker, Hon
Chief Justice, Hon Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
Ministry; The Commission has completed a good number of
consultations with development partners, CBOs, CSOs and some other
stakeholders.
The Commission looks versatile and promising and it bids fair that it will
work well; the common people may reasonably be grown expectant that
this Commission will bring about a tangible change in the scenario of
Human Rights defense and protection in the near future. But here is
where lies the question as to how NHRCB can fulfill people’s expectation;
though the Act of 2009 has given them considerable power and dignity
virtually NHRCB still remains to be a recommending body only lacking
executive power in real time dealing with enforcement authorities and
some state actors. It is, therefore, presumable that NHRCB needs to try
to find out ways to go beyond the set prescribed boundaries and get the
norms and create the environment where they can play their proactive
role to handle the violation cases and sensitive issues in a unique NHRCB
way. We are, of course, hopeful that they will perform their best, create
new benchmark, earn name and fame and win.
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New Commissioners begin their journey at NHRCB
On August 2, 2016, Honorable President of
the Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh
appointed Mr. Kazi Reazul Hoque as the
Chairman and Md. Nazrul Islam as the Full
Time Member of NHRCB. Previously, they
both served the government as secretary and
in addition, Mr. Kazi Reazul Hoque served
NHRCB earlier as the Full Time Member for 2
terms (2010-2016).
The Honorable President of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh also appointed 5
Honorary Members; they are Nurun Naher
Osmani, a former senior District and Sessions
Judge; Enamul Hoque Chowdhury, former Press Minister at Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi; Prof. Akhter Hussain, Chairman
of Public Administration department of Dhaka University; Prof. Meghna Guhathakurta, a former faculty of International Relations
department of Dhaka University and Ms. Banchita Chakma, former principal of Rangamati Government College.

NHRCB pays homage to Bangabandhu
at Tungipara, Gopalganj
On August 5, 2016, NHRCB’s Chairman Kazi Reazul
Hoque, Members Md. Nazrul Islam, Begum Nurun
Naher Osmani, Meghna Guhathakurta, Banchita
Chakma, Enamul Hoque Chowdhury, Akhter Hussain
paid homage to the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by placing
wreaths at his mazar at Tungipara, Gopalganj. After
placing the wreaths, they stood in solemn silence for
some time as a mark of profound respect to the
Father of the Nation. In the Munajat, prayers were
offered seeking eternal peace of the departed soul of
Bangabandhu.
Earlier on 5 August 2016, they also paid tribute to
the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by placing wreaths in front of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum,
Dhanmondi Road no. 32.
In the evening, the Chairman had a meeting with Chairman, Zilla Parishad, Gopalganj, Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of Police,
Mayor of Gopalganj pouroshobha,Civil Society members and local elites of Gopalganj District on how to prevent extremism.
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41st Commission meeting held
On August 8, 2016, the 41st Commission meeting was
held at the conference room of NHRCB. NHRCB
Chairman Kazi Reazul Hoque, Members Md. Nazrul
Islam, Begum Nurun Naher Osmani, Enamul Hoque
Chowdhury, Akhter Hossain, Meghna Guhathakurta,
Banchita Chakma, and Secretary Hiranmaya Barai
attended the meeting.
In this meeting, thematic Committees were restructured
and the Commission decided to open regional offices in
two districts primarily. In addition, Commission decided
to organize consultations to set priorities with people
from different sectors including media, NGOs etc.

42nd Commission meeting held
On 22 August 2016, 42nd Commission meeting was
held in presence of all members of the Commission. It
was decided that two Regional Offices of the National
Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh would be
opened shortly in Rangamati and Khulna as part of
expansion of its activities.
Commission formed a Full Bench of hearing complaints
comprising all the Chairman and all the members of the
Commission to handle the sensational cases. Two more
benches comprising of four members to handle general
complaints were also formed.
The Commission also took decisions on preparing an
Annual Work Plan to be implemented within the remaining period of 2016 to create awareness about human rights and specifically
against terrorism. The commission also decided to update and modernize its complaint management system, by making it online and
automated which would be integrated with a live video conferencing device. This would enable NHRCB to deal with human rights violation
cases more aptly, quickly and strongly.
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Highlighting Human Rights Interventions
NHRCB secures wages for unpaid tea garden workers
National Human Rights Commission Chairman Kazi Reazul Hoque said, “Laborers’ human rights are being violated in Boikunthapur Tea
Estate in Habiganj, Sylhet.”
Denied wages, ration and medical care, about 2400 people including workers and their family members were trapped in a modern
version of enslavement at Boikunthapur Tea Estate. Sixteen weeks into that situation, they had been surviving on liquid extract from
boiled rice, mashed tea leaves and chilies. The lone hospital in the tea garden had been remaining closed for the last six months.
Children of labourers had to stop going to school.
The labourers lodged complaints in NHRCB. The case was taken seriously by the Commission. It instantly sent an investigation team
led by Full-Time Member Md. Nazrul Islam and Member Nurun Naher Osmani. The team visited the spot instantly, met the victims,
saw the situation for themselves and talked with local administration. They reported to the Commission that the rights of the labourers
of Boikunthapur Tea Estate were violated. NHRCB called a full bench hearing for resolving the problem. The owner party of the Tea
Estate attended the hearing in time and after thorough discussion on the matter they came to terms to settle the matter amicably.
Consequently, they signed paper giving an undertaking to pay all the due wages and ration to the labourers. They instantly paid wages
for two weeks. They promised to pay rest of the due wages by October 2016.
Other than these, it was pointed out that the NHRCB had just made the outline of what to do and the next initiative would be made
immediately by all relevant parties to resolve the conflict forever.

Two youths from Dalit community get job
Through Nagorik Uddyog, NHRCB was informed that two youths from Dalit community were primarily selected for the post of Police
constable. Both of them were permanent residents of Gazipur Tea Garden of Moulobhibazar, Sylhet. But as they did not possess
any property there, they were not selected finally.
NHRCB considered that it was a violation of human rights as well as the constitutional rights. In Bangladesh, it is not mandatory to
own property for being a citizen of the country. But the process of police verification in respect of the two victims did not consider
it and they were not finally selected for the job. NHRCB took Suo moto cognizance of the incident, issued notice to the
Superintendent of Police, Moulobhibazar, with cc to Cabinet Secretary, Senior Secretary of Ministry of Home Affairs and Police
Commissioner, Sylhet. In response, SP Moulobhibazar sent a report to NHRCB explaining that in accordance with the instruction
given from Police Headquarters, Dhaka, police verification was done again and the concerned youths were at last selected for
the job.
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NHRCB in Media
“Commission will do whatever deems rightful for the protection of human rights.”
Kazi Reazul Hoque
Chairman
National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh
Amader Somoy, 08 August 2016

‘‘It is necessary to formulate an anti-discrimination
law to establish rights of the Dalit community.’’
Kazi Reazul Hoque
Chairman
National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh
Daily Star, 11 August 2016

NHRCB Visits
Dhaka Central Jail is visited by NHRCB
On 23 August 2016, Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj was
visited by the Commission. During the visit, Kazi Reazul
Hoque, Chairman, NHRCB talked with some prisoners and
the prison officials. After the visit, the Chairman talked to the
media. He said, “The inmates inside newly built Dhaka
Central Jail are deprived of their human rights as far as the
following points are concerned. They are not served quality
foods and there is habitual delay in the serving of foods.
There is no prayer place at the central jail at present and there
is also water crisis. The jail lacks gas connection and faces deficit of electricity supply.” He also said, “We will write to the government to
resolve the problems in order to ensure the human rights of the inmates. Inmates are to be considered innocent until they are proven guilty
by the competent court,” he added. NHRCB Members Md. Nazrul Islam and Nurun Naher Osmani also accompanied the Chairman.

NHRCB visits Victim Support Center
On 30 August 2016, NHRCB Chairman Kazi Reazul Hoque and
Member Nurun Naher Osmani along with a team visited Victim
Support Center, Tejgaon, Dhaka and talked to DC, DMP and
concerned officers of the Center. After the visit, he also briefed
the media.
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During the visit NHRCB team came to know that delay of sending medical report caused delay in the disposal of the complaints.
NHRCB Chairman pointed out that residential doctorswould be available at the center and at least one Victim Support Center would
be established in every district.He concluded that NHRCB would surely send recommendations to concerned ministries and
organizations in order to ensure better service of the victim support center. In this visit, Md. Shorif Uddin, Director; M Rabiul Islam
and Joydev Chakrabarty, Assistant Director and Farhana Syead, Public Relations Officer of NHRCB accompanied the Chairman.

Seminars in Review
Sharing session on Research findings of Birth Registration
Despite there is Government programme of 100% birth registration and though different initiatives have been made to make it
successful, a big percentage of total population is not
doing birth registration. But Why? To find out the
causes, the members of the Ghashful Child Forum
underwent a research and presented the findings in a
sharing session held at BRAC Center Inn, Dhaka on
Saturday, 20 August, 2016.
Kazi Reazul Haque, the Chairman of the National Human
Rights Commission was present at the Session as the
chief guest. The honorable guests included Nasima
Begum NDC, secretary of MoWCA, Registrar General of
LGD and Fred Witteveen, National Director, World Vision
Bangladesh.
In his speech, Kazi Reazul Hoque, Chairman, NHRCB highly appreciated the initiative taken by Ghasful Child Forum. He proclaimed that
concerned authorities would deal with the findings of the research with due importance. He also welcomed the Ghashful Child Forum
members to join with the Adolescent Club, where 5000 members work as gender promoters all over the country.

NHRCB Chairman attends National Mourning Day Discussion
NHRCB Chairman Kazi Reazul Hoque attended National Mourning Day Discussion as the Chief Guest at Eastern University on 15 August
2016. The event included presenting documentary on the Father of the Nation Banganadhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and a discussion
session with the participation of some prominent professors and distinguished guests. Abu Sayeed, Former State Minister, Ministry of
Information was the Chief Discussant of the program.

Meeting with Nagorik Uddyog
On August 10, 2016, NHRCB Chair Kazi Reazul Hoque, Members Md.
Nazrul Islam, Ms. Nurun Naher Osmani attended a meeting with NGO
Nagorik Uddyog led by its Executive Director Zakir Hossain. The meeting
discussed about the areas of cooperation between NHRCB and Nagorik
Uddyog on Dalit’s rights. NHRCB Chairman said, “It is very important to
pass Anti-Discrimination Act to ensure Dalit’s rights in our society.”
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Discussion with Women with Disabilities Development Foundation
National Human Rights Commission met the Women with
Disabilities Development Foundation (WDDF) at Commission’s
conference room on 16 August 2016. Ms. Shirin Akhter,
Chairperson and Ms. Ashrafun Nahar Mishty, Executive Director,
and other members of WDDF came to meet the new Commission
and placed their points with request to the Chair as to take
measures on ensuring rights of disabled women. They presented
some recommendations including claims of ensuring quota for
people with disabilities in public jobs, accessibility of disabled
peoples in footpath, transports, bridges and over bridges,
advocacy for inclusion of disabled women in all policies and
enactments on women etc.

NHRCB Chairman attends Seminar organized by Centre for
Disability in Development
On 28 August 2016, NHRCB Chairman Kazi
Reazul Hoque attended a seminar organized by
Centre for Disability in Development (CDD) to
observe their 20 years of establishment. In his
speech as the chief guest of the opening
ceremony of the three day long seminar NHRCB
Chairman said, disabled persons, specially the
disable women were likely to be easy prey to
sexual harassment at their work place.
He praised the government for enacting several
laws in favour of the disabled persons but at the
same time he criticised that only enacting laws and policies could not help the disabled to be independent. He said that nobody would
remain disabled, if the authorities had tried to make them eligible for work. He further added that it was the duty of the government to
recognise their talent and make them eligible for job market. In the seminar, Mr. Rajab Ali Khan, President, NFOWD; Mr. Akhil S. Paul,
Director, Sense International- India; Sander Schot, Interim Head of Programmes, Light for the World were present as Special Guests. Ms.
Shaheen Anam, Executive Director, Manusher Jonno Foundation and Ingar During, Head of Program, GIZ were present as Guests
of Honor.
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NHRCB Partners with ILO
Consultation on Child Labour in Bangladesh: A Legal Analysis
On 13 June, 2016, NHRCB organized a consultation on Child Labour
in Bangladesh: A Legal Analysis in association with International
Labour Organization (ILO) under Country Level Engagement and
Assistance to Reduce (CLEAR) Child Labour in Dhaka Project signed
between NHRCB and ILO. Under the project, NHRCB commissioned
the study on Consultation on Child Labour in Bangladesh: A Legal
Analysis supported by ILO.
The purpose of the consultation was to share its findings with key
national stakeholders, including the government, employers and
workers, civil society and NGOs and seek their inputs.

Suggested Reforms:
• Ratification of ILO Convention no.138 is
required
• Labour laws must be extended to include the
informal sector, in particular child domestic
work and law should define light work
• Sanctions may be increased for violating
laws. More rigorous fine is required for
hazardous sector
• Strengthening enforcement mechanism

Regional Offices of NHRCB Launches at
Rangamati and Khulna
NHRCB has established two regional offices in Rangamati and
Khulna. NHRCB believes that the new offices will help people
to easily complaint about human rights violations lessening
the time, energy and cost.

Address:
Rangamati :
Khulna

:

Complaints Received/Processeced
(May-August 2016)
16

Registered
Complaints 113
Disposed 16

Rajbari Road, Rangamati Sadar,
Rangamati-4500

113

Under Consideration 97

A/50, Khan Tower (6th Floor), KDA R/A,
Shib Bari More, Mojid Soroni, Khulna

Patrons
Chief Patron: Kazi Reazul Hoque
Patrons:

National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh
Gulfeshan Plaza (11th & 13th Floor)
8, Sahid Sangbadik Salina Parvin Sarak, Maghbazar
Dhaka-1217, Bangladesh
Helpline: 02-9347979
Email: nhrc.bd@gmail.com
Website: www.nhrc.org.bd
Web Portal: www.nhrc.gov.bd

Md. Nazrul Islam
Begum Nurun Naher Osmani
Mr. Enamul Hoque Chowdhury
Professor Akhter Hussain
Professor Meghna Guhathakurta
Ms. Banchita Chakma
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